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markable feature of Palenque is the subterranean-
apartments containing three stone altars or tables*
which may have Tbeen used for sacrificial purposes, for
Palenque was a holy or sacred city and its sculptures
all represent priests or religious subjects with no
warlike or regal carvings.
Chichen-Itza was another holy city dedicated to the
Plumed Serpent or Kukulcan, and its "Temple of
the Jaguars" surpasses any other known prehistoric
structure in its beauty of design, its impressive carv-
ings, its magnificent coloring and its wonderful fres-
coes. On either side of the main entrance is an
immense snake-god with the body of a serpent and a
serpent's head. These were painted in red, white and
green, the sacred colors of Quetzal, as was the entire
facade of the building, the roof of which was sur-
mounted by an immense comb of magnificent open
stonework. Among the innumerable bas-reliefs,
which cover both the exterior and interior of the tem-
ple, are many figures of bearded men. It has been
suggested that these represent priests of Eoikulean
or the "Plumed-Serpent-god," who was always
depicted with a beard, the supposition being that his
priests either wore real beards or donned artificial
ones. But is it not equally probable that these
bearded figures represent those mysterious "bearded
ones'* who, according to Mayan, Aztecan and
Incan legends, visited America ages before the com-
ing of the Spaniards? There is a remarkable fre-
quency of bearded gods and figures in both
Mayan and Aztec sculptures and art, and at Itzamak
the figure of Hunpictok (commander-m-chief of
eight thousand flints) shows a mustached man where